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Rule 1 – Standing and Ad Hoc Committees 
 

§1.01 Creation of Standing and Ad Hoc Committees 

 

A. The following shall constitute the Assembly standing committees: 

a. The Policies and Procedures Committee; 

b. The Facilities Committee; 

c. The Graduate Student Life Committee; and 

d. The Finance Committee. 

e. The Academic and Teaching Committee 

 

B. The Assembly may establish ad hoc committees via resolution. The resolution shall specify 

the following: 

a. The purpose of the committee; 

b. The duties and responsibilities of the committee; 

c. The expected lifetime of the committee. If possible, the resolution should include 

specific dates between which the committee shall operate, but the resolution may 

also specify conditions which, when met, shall trigger the dissolution of the 

committee; 

d. The number of committee members;  

e. A method for choosing committee members; and 

f. A method for choosing a committee chair. 

 

C. Ad hoc committees shall be dissolved at the end of each legislative session. 

 

D. The rules in this document shall not apply to the Ethics Board, which is neither a standing 

or an ad hoc committee. The operation of the Ethics Board are entirely governed by the 

Ethics Code. 

  

§1.02 Powers and Responsibilities of Committees 

 

A. All committees 

a. Shall present reports at all general meetings of the Assembly;   

b. Must meet quorum requirements (one-half (1/2) of committee members on roll) at 

committee meetings in order to conduct any official business, such as voting on 

legislation; 

c. Must provide a recommendation on legislation referred to the committee before the 

legislation is to be voted on by the GPSC body.  

i. Recommendations may take the following forms: 

1. Approve; 

2. Disapprove; 

3. No Opinion; or 

4. Hold (in which the committee may request more time from the body 

to consider the item). 

ii. Committees shall not vote to postpone legislation indefinitely. Failure on 

the part of a committee to provide an official recommendation to the 
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President Pro Tempore on legislation within its purview before the next 

scheduled Assembly meeting shall constitute a recommendation of “No 

opinion.”  

d. Shall provide oral majority and minority reports upon request of Assembly 

members; and 

e. Must meet at least once per month during the Fall and Spring semesters, and once 

during the Summer semester. 

 

B. The Policies and Procedures Committee shall 

a. Write, debate, and provide recommendations on legislation regarding GPSC 

governing documents or University policies. 

 

C. The Facilities Committee shall 

a. Write, debate, and provide recommendations on legislation regarding campus 

facilities, housing, offices, grounds, and parking. 

 

D. The Graduate Student Life Committee shall 

a. Write, debate, and provide recommendations on legislation regarding non-

academic aspects of graduate student life, including health care, child care, social 

events, and professional development. 

 

E. The Finance Committee 

a. Oversee all applications and disbursements for awards and grants. 

 

F. The Academic and Teaching Committee 

a. Write, debate, and provide recommendations on legislation regarding graduate 

student courses, instruction, graduate student teaching, and curriculum. 

 

 

§1.03 Committee Chairs 

 

A. Any Assembly member may chair a committee, with the following exceptions: 

a. The Parliamentarian shall be the chair of the Policies and Procedures Committee. 

b. The Treasurer shall be the chair of the Finance Committee. 

c. The President Pro Tempore shall not be a committee chair. 

 

B. Committee chairs shall be elected via a majority vote of the Assembly. 

 

C. If a committee chair is vacant, the President Pro Tempore shall call for an election to fill 

the vacancy at the next general meeting of the Assembly.  

 

D. All committee chairs shall have the following duties: 

a. Schedule regular committee meetings that are open to the public. 

b. Determine the agenda for each meeting; 

c. Record attendance and verify quorum at all meetings; 



Graduate-Professional Student Congress  

University of Arkansas 
 

3 | P a g e  

Standing Rules  Last Updated: 11.20.2019 
 

d. Moderate committee meetings. Committees do not have to use parliamentary 

procedure, but committee chairs should ensure that all committee members are 

given the chance to speak, ask questions, and vote; 

e. File regular reports of all committee business with the legislative secretary. These 

reports shall include: 

i. Attendance; and 

ii. A brief summary of the meeting, including vote counts for any legislation 

remanded to the committee. 

f. Designate a member of the committee to act as chair in the event that the chair 

cannot attend the meeting. 

 

§1.04 Committee Membership 

 

A. With the exception of the Finance Committee, all voting committee members must be 

Assembly representatives. 

 

B. The President Pro Tempore shall determine the membership of each committee. 

 

C. Each committee must have at least three members, unless there are not enough Assembly 

members to meet this requirement. In general, the President Pro Tempore should ensure 

that membership across committees remains reasonably balanced. 

 

History: Adopted on January 30, 2019 

 

Resolution 2-3 (11/20/2019) 
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Rule 2 – Legislation 

 
§2.01: Definition of Legislative Measures 

A: A legislative measure shall be defined as any document detailing an action to be taken or an 

opinion to be expressed by the Assembly. A motion made by a member of the Assembly shall not 

constitute a legislative measure.  

B: A bill shall be defined as any legislative measure that i: Authorizes any financial expenditure; or  

ii: Amends the GPSC Code.  

 

C: A resolution shall be defined as any legislative measure that  

i: Expresses the will or sentiment of the Assembly; or  

ii: Amends the Assembly’s Standing Rules.  

 

D: A constitutional amendment shall be defined as any legislative measure that  

i: Proposes an amendment to the GPSC Constitution; or  

ii: Proposes an amendment to the AS Supreme Constitution.  

 

 

§ 2.02: Introduction of Legislative Measures 

 

A: Legislative measures may be introduced to the Assembly  

 
i: At the discretion of the President Pro Tempore; or  

ii: By adoption in a committee.  

 

B: If a legislative measure is to be introduced at the discretion of the President Pro Tempore, the 

following requirements and procedures apply.  

i: The author(s) shall send the proposed legislation to the President Pro Tempore’s official 

email address no later than 11:59pm on the Friday before the next Assembly meeting.  

ii: Any legislative measure must be authored or sponsored by a member of the GPSC 

Assembly.  

iii: If the President Pro Tempore accepts the legislative measure, it shall appear under “New 

Business” in the next Assembly meeting.  

iv: The President Pro Tempore may also choose to remand the legislative measure to any 

relevant committees if he or she feels that their input is required.  

1: The President Pro Tempore must send the legislative measure to the committee 

chair(s) at least 72 hours before the next scheduled committee meeting.  

2: The chairs of such committees shall include the legislative measure on their 

agendas for their next scheduled meetings and provide official recommendations to 
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the President Pro Tempore by 11:59pm on the Friday before the next Assembly 

meeting.  

3: If any committee feels that the legislative measure should be amended before 

passage, a designated member of the committee shall attend the Assembly meeting 

with the amendment prepared in advance. They shall move to amend the legislation 

during debate.  

 

v: The President Pro Tempore may choose not to place the legislative measure on the order of 

business for any reason, but he or she must provide the rationale in an email response to the 

original authors.  

 

C: If a legislative measure is adopted in a committee, the following requirements and procedures 

apply.  
i: During the committee meeting, a member shall move to adopt the legislative measure.  

ii: If a simple majority of the committee votes in favor, the legislative measure is adopted by 

the committee.  

iii: The committee chair shall send the proposed legislative measure to the President Pro 

Tempore’s official email address no later than 11:59pm on the Friday before the next 

Assembly meeting.  

iv: The President Pro Tempore does not have discretion to accept or reject this legislation. 

The legislation must be placed on the order of business for the next Assembly meeting.  

 

D: When a legislative measure is introduced, the President Pro Tempore shall assign to it an 

identifier in the following format: “<Legislation Type> <Assembly Number>-<Legislation Type 

Chronological Number>”. For example, if a resolution is introduced into the 23rd session of the 

Assembly, and it is the 7th resolution introduced so far during that session, the identifier shall be 

“Resolution 23-7”.  

 

E: The Assembly has the power to remand legislation to a committee by a simple majority vote.  

 

§ 2.03: Reading of Legislation 

A: The President Pro Tempore must provide via email the full text of all legislative measures to be 

read in the next Assembly meeting at least 72 hours in advance of the meeting.  

B: The hearing of legislative measures shall proceed as follows:  

i: The President Pro Tempore shall introduce the legislative measures and recognize an 

author for an authorship speech. If no author is available, a sponsor may be recognized. If 

neither an author nor a sponsor is available, the President Pro Tempore has discretion to 

choose an Assembly member to give an authorship speech, or the hearing may proceed 

without one.  

ii: The authorship speech may be up to 5 minutes in length.  

iii: After the authorship speech, there will be a period of questioning. Debate is not allowed at 

this time.  
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iv: At any time, a representative may move to end the period of questioning and begin debate. 

The President Pro Tempore may choose not to recognize such a motion until all 

representatives wishing to ask a question have had the chance to do so.  

v: During debate, the speaking order is at the discretion of the President Pro Tempore. They 

are not required to alternate between affirmative and negative speeches.  

vi: During debate, speeches shall be limited to 3 minutes.  

vii: At any time, a representative may move to end the period of debate and hold a vote. The 

President Pro Tempore may choose not to recognize such a motion until all representatives 

wishing to debate have had the chance to do so.  

 

C: The legislative clerk must record the final vote count of all legislative measures, to include the 

names of all representatives voting in favor, voting against, or abstaining. This information shall be 

included in the minutes of the meeting.  

 

History: Adopted on January 30, 2019 
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Rule 3 – Legislation 

 
The rules contained in the current edition of Robert's Rules of Order Newly Revised shall govern the 

GPSC Assembly in all cases to which they are applicable and in which they are not inconsistent with 

these bylaws and any special rules of order the Assembly may adopt. 

 

History: Adopted on April 27, 2019 
 


